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Reference: CC Docket No. 96-45
To Whom It May Concem:

I am writing regarding the impoftant’kramiﬁca'tiohs to local rural health departments of the

11996 Telecommunications Act. As the local governmental presence in this rural area

charged with responsibility for protecting and promoting the health of all the rural residents
in the arca, the ability to communicate electronically throughout the state and nation is
imperative,

Local health departments are very important health care providers. For example, we are
charged with responsibility for preventing and curbing epidemics, responding to disasters
such as toxic spills, floods, the effects of tornados, hurricanes, etc. In these situations,
access to the most up-to-date information from our federal health agencies, such as CDC,
FDA is critical. Receiving information from FEMA and other agencies in a timely fashion
is critical to developing a systemematic and comprehensive response on the local level.
Better access to information and disease-prevention protocols at all times, and especially in
emergencics is essential for the provision of health care and will save lives.

We are pleased that local health departments are included in this Act. Linking all of the

nation's rural health departments will assure that a information infrastructure is available
for all Americans.

Sincerely, /
ks Lr N o
Kathy RyanR.N. _ a fg
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usssions to Addess:

T

1. Name of projecc;

pL, ZZéékga?ﬁi

2, Please list each Df che project's sitas:

Name of Sitae: - State in which Lt is losated:
. — 2
C:51L4§/ /ﬁ@gz77}/<§£?Q%2456_]L4;02ﬁ- féjgbﬂﬁix?ji_

Plaase answer the following questions for sach of your sites,
Use additional sheets if necessary.

3. What is the nearwat city ¢f pepulation equal teo or greater
than 50,00 in yeur sxtate, and approximately how far are yeu frem
its bBoundary?

Cicy: p Z Disvance from city boundaryz‘ //jz;l/

4. Nama of the project’'s telecormunicatisns gervice provider:

5. Lavel of telecomuuricatbions gervica tha prodect is
Surrently using: (For axarmpla, voica grade. 144 Kops (TSDN),
384 Kbps, T-1 or egquivalent)
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§. Chargas for aelncamnuniﬁatioqs SeXvice:

Is tharg » wenthly charge? Na ﬁ{ Yes O
If yes, how mueh is ethy charge?y _

I8 there a usage-besed eharge? ‘N 9( Yas ©
If yes. how much is she charge?_

Iz there gz digtanca component (sugh 23 3 per-mils fee) of the
chazrge? No Yags D
Tf yes. row Mmuch is the charge?

Was thers an installarioa fqa? Ne;( Yes o
If yas, now mieh was the ¢harge?

Is thae charge the Tegular rarr;fed rate. o» is thars a discount
fromm =he telecommunicat iony previdey? Tazxrifed g Piscauyne o
If there is 4 disesunt, how much 15 ig?

T, How dues the project use telecommnications in che dalivery

- seribute
of haalrh care? (Por axample -- to send x r'Y';ufi‘tiens‘
lic health informarion, oY pgrtor§ vidas con such as might
:::asa identify any occcasional or episcdic uses,

ragult from an outbreak of disease.)
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§. Cauld the proiect provide the services it is currently
providing witn less bandwidth? Wnat effect would a lesser level
af pandwidel have? (The implications of using greater or lessar
levels of relecommunicazionu services are relatsd CTo image
tranamisgsion time. What would cthe be the impact if the health
gare activities for whinh you now use relecermunicaticns toek
twice as long, or if,thﬂy could be completed iz Balf the time?)
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9. what would the irplications of having a greater level of
bandwidtlh pa?

N R YC ,, 27 Az 4 A
//l A7 04 W7 /% L L 2
V7 N/ 1A¢"4" /%5;

12/13/98 FRI 12141 [TX/RX NO ga2al



FD CTY HEALTH 316 227 4738 12-15-96  16:53 p.o8
T T12,15/98 'sﬁ\: 18; Ba—_F:}._3IB—G§4—2IBE T T T mamErR T 7T +os VERLA HALEY  @oot
—— S——. v AL aMaod] BJY u'\c'm 1
' Qunt
1. Do you have 2-mail? Na U Yes )‘ ué;

11. Do you have Internet access? No & vYes @ 0 MOT i/)"u
If yes, do you iancur lang~distance charges dy using is?

Ne @ Yas J

Pleage estimare your nunder of hours of Intermes use per month:

/} / ) / W/(”
g 4 ( /(// Mc‘? [/((O/([ ﬂ/‘/

2. If you n-va acaass Lo t:’u zntern-:. sw limt any
puzrposes other tham a-mail (such as a:ccaeing databasesa such as
Lexis/Nexis) for which you Qe it:
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